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XI. Remarks upon Two Etrufcan Wezgét:,
or Coins,  never. éefvre publifbed.” In
@ Letter ©to Mathew  Maty, M. D.
Sec. R. S. from the Rev. John Swin-
ton, B. D. F.R.S. Cuftos drchivorum
of the Univerfity of Oxfordy Member of
the Academy degli Apatifti a¢ Florence,

and of the Etrufcan Academy of Cortona
inTufcany.

‘Goop Sir,

I.
:Readl ;’;!: 7 P \HE firl} piece to be confidered here i 13

an Etrufcan as, (See:Tas. I ni2
or wc:ght, exhlbmng on one:fide the head of janus,
covered ‘with a cap; and on the reverf¢ a club,attended
by the mark of the As, and the legend: [«ﬂ.,l; 1,
in Etrufcan. c;hara&crs . Between the two taces of
}anus, thel}head of a bufolo, or wild. ox, - prefents
itfelf to our view, as does .alfoa: fort  of concha
marina, or fea-thell, fomewhat refemblmg one ona
didrachm of Tarentum, in'my ‘fmall cabinet, and
feveral -other ancient . coins; contiguous to the cap;
both of which have, not a little, fuffered from ' the
injuries: of ‘time, The letters on'thé reverfe are

inore
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more rude and barbarous ‘than thofe of any fimilar
Etrufcan coins hitherto publithed, which'is an incon-
te{’cable proof of ‘the exceeding high antiquity of this
siece.” The forms of feveral of them are likewife fome-
‘what differentfrom thofeof the correfpondent elements
‘on all the other fimilar Etrufcan weights; hitherto com-
municated to the learned world. ' ‘The concha:matina,
and perhaps the bufolo’s head, is: @ fingularity that
‘will announce the weight “before - me . aninedited
«coin.. The 'piece WClghS precifely. five ounces, and
twelve grains; and.is,'in all'refpects, except what re-
lates to the concha and: bufolo’s head, - tolerably well
preferved.
_ 'The firft riches of ‘mankind ‘were their flocks and
their herds, and: partlcularly their (1) oxen. - Hence
the firft money in Italy,: from. pecus; was (2) called
‘pecunia; rand the ‘moft ancient brafs: coins - had  the
figure of an ox(3)imprefled upon: them. . - Hence
allo: the Greeks, in the days of Homer (4), eftimated
the value of' their properties according:to the nuimber
of oxen they were equivalent to, as.we:learn from
‘that celebrated poet. . For  he informs: us,  that
Glaucus’s -golden: armour; was worth -an, hundred
oxen, whereas: that. of Diomedes; for which it was

(1) Erafm. Frélich. Nutit. Elementar. Namg/'m. Antiquor. &,
P: 2. Viennz, Praga, & Tergefti, 1758.

(2) Plin. Nat. "Hift. Lib. xviii. p. 98, 1. 6, 7. &Lib,
xxxiii, ps610. I 6;7. Ed. Hard. Parifiis; 1723+ Fral. ubi fup. et
‘alib. Umz lettera del Annibs- degli Abati- Olivieri al - 8ig. . Abate
‘Barthelemy, &c. po 28y 29.:In Pefaro, 1757 Ezech. Spanhem.
De Uj. et Praflant. Numifmat. Antiguor, Differt. prim. p. 23.
Londini, ‘1706.

(3) lidem ibid."

(4) Hom. Il 2235, 236, 237. Vid. etiam Euftath. in loc.
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exchanged, did not exceed the value of nine of thofe
animals, The figure of the ox on the moft ancient
money feems to have been foon copverted in Etruria
into the {ymbol of the head of that beaft connected
with the head of Janus, who is (5) faid to have firft
introduced the ufe of money into Italy. The head
of the bufolo, or wild ox, may, as I conceive, have
appeared on fome of the moft ancient toins of Tuf-
cany, and particularly the piece I am at prefent con-
fidering, becaufe the bufolo was formerly, and is flill,
a native of that country. When I refided there,
above thirty years fince, the woods between Leghorn
and Pifa abounded with them. They were then
likewife faid to have been very numerous in othur
parts of Tufcany; and La Romagna; and feveral of
them, at different times, both tamed and wild, I
myfelf have there feen The reafon here mentioned
feems to extend to other remains of antiquity of the
Etrufcans befides their coins, on which the head of
the bufolo appears, as the (6) authors here referred
to have rendered fufficiently clear,

From what has been obferved, as well as fram the
thicknefs, high relief, and extreme rudenefs of the
workmanthip, or rather in conjunéion with thefe, we
may conclude, that our Asis either coeval with fome

(5) Cytherius Poet. apud Athen. Deipnofoph. Lib. xv.

(6) Anton. Francifc. Gor. Muf. Etrufe. Tab. CXXIII.
Hamilton’s Collet. a{ “Etrufe. Greek, and Rom. Antign. Vol. 11,
pl.63. 1 bavea fine Etrufcan Vas Potorium, (See Tab. III. n.3.)
ending in a bufolo’s head ; which, as I apprehend, formerly be-
longed to Caidinal Gualtieri: as alfo another, terminating in
{(See TaB.Ill. n. 4.) the heat of a gray-hound, fimilar to one
publithed by Mr. Hamilton, which had likewife a place affigned
it in the Cardinal’s coiletion of Etrufcan antiquities. I bought
both of them of Sig. Barazzi, at Rome, in 1733, Hamilton’s
Collect. of Etrufe.Grecky and Rom. Antigeit. Volo 1. pl. 49. ¢
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of the earlieft pieces, or weights, ever ufed in Italy,
or but little pofterior to them. Father Gori (7) feems
to be of the fame fentiments with me, in this parti-
cular; and neither Sig. (8) Olivieri, nor any other
writer, has invalidated, or difproved, what has been
advanced on this head, by that celebrated author,

That the weight here confidered is to be affigned to
a maritime town, the concha marina, or fea-fhell, irre-
fragably proves. Ifhould therefore, with the very learn-
ed Sig. Olivieri, rather attribute it to Volterra, than to
Velitre(g), at prefent called Velletri, as Father Gori
(10) feems to have done. For Velitre wasa town of
Latium, and much lefs confiderable than the city of
Volterra; which (11)was the moftancient city of Etru-
ria, the feat of a lucumo, and one of the moft confider-
able placesin Tufcany. It was al{o a maritime city (12),

(7) Anton.. Francifc. Gor. Maf. Etrufe. Vol. Il p. 41g.
etalib. Florentize, 1737.

(8) Sig. Oliver. Una Letera, &¢. In Pefaro, 1757.

(9) Annib. degli Abati Olivieri, in Efanie della Controverfia
letteraria, fopra il Mufea Etrufco, flampato negli Opufeoli [cientifici,
Tom. XXI, et ubi fup. p. 43. The old Etrufcan word
VELATRI, FELATRI, or FLLATERI feems to have been
tolerably well preferved in the name of Monte Veltrajo, or
Feltraio, a mountain in the territory of Volterra, and about two
miles from that city, This, as I apprehend, may be confidered
as an additional argument in fupport of Sig. Olivieri’s and
Monfignore. Mario Guarnacci’s opinion. Notizie Horich. della
citta di Volterra, oper. del Sig. Lorenz. Aul. Cecin. da! Caval,
Flamin, Dal Borgo, p. 44, 49. In Pifa, 1758. Monfig. Mar,
Guarnacci, in Origin, Italich. In Lucca, 1767.

(10) Anton. Francifc. Gor. Muf. Etrufe. Vol. IL. p. 427.

(11) Chrift ph. Cellar. Geogr. Aut. Lib. I, c. ix. feét. 2.
P. 573, §74- Lipfiz, 1731 Vid. etiam Tho. DempRt. De Etrar.
Regal. ev Anton. Francilc. Gor. Muf. Etrufr. pefi.

(12) Strab, Lib. V. p. 223. Lutetiz Parifiorum, 1620,

as
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as we:learn: from: Strabo; being feated 'not. far-from
the Vada Volaterrana, near the: place were the river
Cacina threw itfelf into the Tyrrhenian fea,. I would
therefore read:the legend, on the reverfe of -this.coin,.
FELATHERI, FELATERI;.or. FELATERRI;
the fifth letter being (13) fometimes endued with the
powerof T hetayand fometimes with that of Tau; and
a duplication of; confonants;:in. writing, having been.
unknown' to'the moft ancient Etrufcans. . That the
vowel E, betweén:the fifth and fixth. elements of . the
‘Tufean legénd, onthe reverfe hereon; thould be, fup+
prefled, or omitted, will not be any matter.of furprize to,
thofe who areapprized; that fuch.a fuppreffion, or. 0~
miffion, fo confonant. to the: genius of theHebrew and
Pheenician orthography, from which that of -the moft
(14) ancient Etrufcans could not have greatly differ-
ed, in old Tufcan words, does not feldom (135)
occur; -Of'this MENLE, HERCLE, MELACRE,
PHVLNICE, MENREA, which 'were read ME«
ACRE, PHVLVNICE, MENEREA, or MENER-
FA (16), are convincing proofs ;:"to.omit: many
other fimilar inftances, that might, with ‘great facility,
be produced. ~ But this is fo fettled a’ point, that it

- (13)Anton. Francifc. “Gors Muf. Etrufe. Viol. 1L p.. 408,

409- | o
(14): Swint. De Lingud: Etrur. RegalsVernac. Differtat. Oxon,
7( 15) Phil. Bonarot. Tho.. Dempft. et Anton. Francifc, Gor,
uti fup. pafli Vid. etiam Joan. Bapt. Paffer. Pifauren{, Hellenifm.
Etrufeor. in_Symbol. Litterars. &c. Vol. IL ! p. 35—73. Florentiz,
1748, & Carlo Antonioli .in: Antic.. Gem, -Etrufc, [piegat.. &
illuftrat. e, p.-70—78. InPifa, 1757,
(16) Tidem ibid.. :
4 will
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will not be contefted in any part of the learned
world.

I

The fecond piece, or weight, of which I propofe to
give an account in this paper, is a ftips uncialis, (See
Tas. 111 n. 5.) as appears both from the weight and
fize of it, of the earlielt date. I received it,as a prefent,
from my worthy friend James Gilpin, Efq; late re-
corder of the city of Oxford, with feveral other ancient
brafs coins.  On one fide it has preferved the head, or
rather a full face, of the * fun; the workmanthip
of which is more rude and barbarous than that of any
other fimilar' piece that ever fell under my view, and
done pefectly in the moft ancient Etrufcan tafte.
The reverfe had originally on it the prow of a thip,
which has been fo totally effaced by ' the injuries of
time, that only a very few exceeding faint traces of
it are now to be feen. - The relief on the face-fide
is very high, as was undoubtedly at firft that on the
other; but the reverfe being in a manner quite
fmoothed, nothing there remains but the veftiges of
the prow of a thip, that are barely vifible.  How-
ever, juft over the prow, we may' difcover clearly
enough the legend \"Y*q, in Etrufcan charac-
ters, though but very nditterently preferved. That

* We meet with a full face of the fun pretty much refembling
this on a denarius of the Plau-ian family, But done in a much
more elegant tafte ; which demonftrates it to be vaftly inferior,
in point of antiquity, to tie piece I am now offering my
thoughts upon. Sig. Havercamp, Thefaur. Morel, Tom. Ii.
po 329. Amfteledami, 1734,

word
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word is apparently equivalent to ROMA, and con-
fequently the piece itfelf muft be deemed an uncia,
or ftips uncialis, of Rome, though the globule, or
uncial mark, has not.efcaped the ravages of time.

That the piece in queftion is an uncia of Rcme,
appears not only from ‘the legend on the reverfe, as
juft obferved, but likewife from another uncia of
Rome, with the full face of the fun upon it, as
here, though done in the more modern Roman -
tafte, now in my fmall colleftion. ~That uncia is
likewife, T doubt not, in feveral (17) other colle¢ti-
ons; being, as I apprehend, a pretty common coin.
The fame conclufion is likewife deducible from
another Roman uncia, with the word ROMA, juft
above (See Tas. III. n. 6.) the prow of the thip, on
the reverfe, in thevery fame fituation as the Etruf-
can legend on the weight before me, in my little
cabinet. 'We may therefore fafely enough pronounce
the coin here defcribed a ftips uncialis of ‘Rome, of
a very remote antiquity, with the Etrufcan name of
-that capital of-the world on'the reverfe.

The Etrufean letters were, undoubtedly, the firft
alphabetic characters of Italy. Nay, they prevailed
at Rome, and in every part of Italy, till after the
regifuge. ‘This I have fully proved in a.Latin (18)

(%) Scipionis Maffeii Origin. Etrufc. & Latin. p. 61. Tab.
I1. Ord. 11, n. ii. Lipfiz,.1731. ‘Annib. degli Abati Olivieri in
Indice Delle Antichif]. Monete di Bronzo Romane & ltalich. ubi
fup. p. g3. In Pefaro, 1457, See Haverc. in Rom. Tab. 1IL n. 4.
- (18) De :Prifcis ‘Ramanorum Literés Differtat, Oxon. 1746.
Many curious particulars are deducible from the point here in-
fifted upon. To omit others that occur, from hence it plainly
follows, that thofe infcriptions on the Eugubian tables confifting
-of . Laatin letters, or the more modern charalters of Italy, are

differtation,
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differtation, printed at Oxford, in 1746. The piece
at prefent engaging my attention is an additional, or
rather an apodictical, proof of the truth of what was
there advanced. It demonflrates the Etrufcan letters
to have been ufed at Rome, in very early times; and
confequently evinces, in the ftrongeft manner, the
principal point infifted upon in that ditfertation.

The time when the medal I have been confider-
ing firft appeared, for want of proper chronological
charaters, and fufficient light from hiftory, cannot,
with any precifion, be afcertained. But, from a per-
ufalof the fmall performance (19) above-mentioned,
and what has been offered here, we fhall, I believe,
be induced to conclude, that it is at leaft coeval with
the regifuge, which happened in the year of Rome
245 ; or rather, as I thould apprehend, that it may be
a confiderable number of years anterior to that event.

The two brafs coins above defcribed being ex-
tremely curious, efpecially the fecond of them, an
Etrufcan coin of Rome having never been heard of
before; and many curious points being deducible

more recent than the regifuge. Nay, in the diflertation here
referred to, they have been demonftrated inferior, in point of an-
tiquity, to the Duilian infcription ; and confequently Father
Gori muft be egregioufly miffaken, when he makes all the in-
fcriptions on thofe tables fome generations older than the Trojaa
war.  See the Univerfal Hiftory, Vol. XV1. p. 48. Lond. 1748.

It may not be improper to remark here, that the Etrufcans
had not the letter O in their alphabet, but conftantly made ufe
of V for that element. Hence it came to pafs, that the Etrufcan
name of Rome was not Roma, but Ruma, as it appears on my
very ancient coin. Philsfoph. Tranfact. Vol, LVIIL. p. 256.

(19) De Prife. Romanor. Lit, Differtat, p. 6, 7, 8, g, 10.
Oxon. 1746. :

Vor. LXI," N from
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from that coin, which I have not time at prefent even
to touch upon ; I was willing to flatter myfelf, that
the fhort account of them, in this paper, would not
be unacceptable to the Royal Society. 1 have there-
fore taken the liberty to tran{mit it to you, in order
to its being laid before that very learned and moft
illuftrious body ; and am, with great truth,

Good Sir,
Your much obliged,

and moft obedient, humble fervant,

c}lfi&- Chul’Ch, ’ OXOﬂo ' . »
" Sept. 29, 1770, ]ohn‘ Swinton,

XIL, Interpre-



